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Federal Communications Commission § 2.960 

Commission may request additional in-
formation regarding the test site, the 
test equipment or the qualifications of 
the company or individual performing 
the verification tests; 

(iii) Contain a description of how the 
device was actually tested, identifying 
the measurement procedure and test 
equipment that was used; 

(iv) Contain a description of the 
equipment under test (EUT) and sup-
port equipment connected to, or in-
stalled within, the EUT; 

(v) Identify the EUT and support 
equipment by trade name and model 
number and, if appropriate, by FCC 
Identifier and serial number; 

(vi) Indicate the types and lengths of 
connecting cables used and how they 
were arranged or moved during testing; 

(vii) Contain at least two drawings or 
photographs showing the test set-up 
for the highest line conducted emission 
and showing the test set-up for the 
highest radiated emission. These draw-
ings or photographs must show enough 
detail to confirm other information 
contained in the test report. Any pho-
tographs used must be focused origi-
nals without glare or dark spots and 
must clearly show the test configura-
tion used; 

(viii) List all modifications, if any, 
made to the EUT by the testing com-
pany or individual to achieve compli-
ance with the regulations in this chap-
ter; 

(ix) Include all of the data required 
to show compliance with the appro-
priate regulations in this chapter; and 

(x) Contain, on the test report, the 
signature of the individual responsible 
for testing the product along with the 
name and signature of an official of the 
responsible party, as designated in 
§ 2.909. 

(4) For equipment subject to the pro-
visions in part 15 of this chapter, the 
records shall indicate if the equipment 
was verified pursuant to the transition 
provisions contained in § 15.37 of this 
chapter. 

(b) The records listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be retained for 
two years after the manufacture of said 
equipment item has been permanently 
discontinued, or until the conclusion of 
an investigation or a proceeding if the 
manufacturer or importer is officially 

notified that an investigation or any 
other administrative proceeding in-
volving his equipment has been insti-
tuted. 

[54 FR 17713, Apr. 25, 1989, as amended at 62 
FR 10472, Mar. 7, 1997] 

TELECOMMUNICATION CERTIFICATION 
BODIES (TCBS) 

§ 2.960 Recognition of Telecommuni-
cation Certification Bodies (TCBs). 

(a) The Commission may recognize 
Telecommunication Certification Bod-
ies (TCBs) which have been designated 
according to requirements of paragraph 
(b) or (c) of this section to issue grants 
of certification as required under this 
part. Certification of equipment by a 
TCB shall be based on an application 
with all the information specified in 
this part. The TCB shall review the ap-
plication to determine compliance with 
the Commission’s requirements and 
shall issue a grant of equipment cer-
tification in accordance with § 2.911. 

(b) In the United States, TCBs shall 
be accredited and designated by the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) under its National 
Voluntary Conformity Assessment 
Evaluation (NVCASE) program, or 
other recognized programs based on 
ISO/IEC 17065 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 2.910) to comply with the 
Commission’s qualification criteria for 
TCBs. NIST may, in accordance with 
its procedures, allow other appro-
priately qualified accrediting bodies to 
accredit TCBs. TCBs shall comply with 
the requirements in § 2.962 of this part. 

(c) In accordance with the terms of 
an effective bilateral or multilateral 
mutual recognition agreement or ar-
rangement (MRA) to which the United 
States is a party, bodies outside the 
United States shall be permitted to au-
thorize equipment in lieu of the Com-
mission. A body in an MRA partner 
economy may authorize equipment to 
U.S. requirements only if that econ-
omy permits bodies in the United 
States to authorize equipment to its 
requirements. The authority desig-
nating these telecommunication cer-
tification bodies shall meet the fol-
lowing criteria. 
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(1) The organization accrediting the 
prospective telecommunication certifi-
cation body shall be capable of meeting 
the requirements and conditions of 
ISO/IEC 17011 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 2.910). 

(2) The organization assessing the 
telecommunication certification body 
shall appoint a team of qualified ex-
perts to perform the assessment cov-
ering all of the elements within the 
scope of accreditation. For assessment 
of telecommunications equipment, the 
areas of expertise to be used during the 
assessment shall include, but not be 
limited to, electromagnetic compat-
ibility and telecommunications equip-
ment (wired and wireless). 

[64 FR 4995, Feb. 2, 1999, as amended at 80 FR 
33444, June 12, 2015] 

§ 2.962 Requirements for Tele-
communication Certification Bod-
ies. 

(a) Telecommunication certification 
bodies (TCBs) designated by NIST, or 
designated by another authority pursu-
ant to an bilateral or multilateral mu-
tual recognition agreement or arrange-
ment to which the United States is a 
party, shall comply with the require-
ments of this section. 

(b) Certification methodology. (1) The 
certification system shall be based on 
type testing as identified in ISO/IEC 
17065 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 2.910). 

(2) Certification shall normally be 
based on testing no more than one un-
modified representative sample of each 
product type for which certification is 
sought. Additional samples may be re-
quested if clearly warranted, such as 
when certain tests are likely to render 
a sample inoperative. 

(c) Criteria for designation. (1) To be 
designated as a TCB under this section, 
an entity shall, by means of accredita-
tion, meet all the appropriate speci-
fications in ISO/IEC 17065 for the scope 
of equipment it will certify. The ac-
creditation shall specify the group of 
equipment to be certified and the ap-
plicable regulations for product evalua-
tion. 

(2) The TCB shall demonstrate expert 
knowledge of the regulations for each 
product with respect to which the body 
seeks designation. Such expertise shall 

include familiarity with all applicable 
technical regulations, administrative 
provisions or requirements, as well as 
the policies and procedures used in the 
application thereof. 

(3) The TCB shall have the technical 
expertise and capability to test the 
equipment it will certify and shall also 
be accredited in accordance with ISO/ 
IEC 17025 (incorporated by reference, 
see § 2.910) to demonstrate it is com-
petent to perform such tests. 

(4) The TCB shall demonstrate an 
ability to recognize situations where 
interpretations of the regulations or 
test procedures may be necessary. The 
appropriate key certification and lab-
oratory personnel shall demonstrate 
knowledge of how to obtain current 
and correct technical regulation inter-
pretations. The competence of the TCB 
shall be demonstrated by assessment. 
The general competence, efficiency, ex-
perience, familiarity with technical 
regulations and products covered by 
those technical regulations, as well as 
compliance with applicable parts of 
ISO/IEC 17025 and ISO/IEC 17065 shall 
be taken into consideration during as-
sessment. 

(5) A TCB shall participate in any 
consultative activities, identified by 
the Commission or NIST, to facilitate 
a common understanding and interpre-
tation of applicable regulations. 

(6) The Commission will provide pub-
lic notice of the specific methods that 
will be used to accredit TCBs, con-
sistent with these qualification cri-
teria. 

(7) A TCB shall be reassessed for con-
tinued accreditation on intervals not 
exceeding two years. 

(d) External resources. (1) In accord-
ance with the provisions of ISO/IEC 
17065 the evaluation of a product, or a 
portion thereof, may be performed by 
bodies that meet the applicable re-
quirements of ISO/IEC 17025 in accord-
ance with the applicable provisions of 
ISO/IEC 17065 for external resources 
(outsourcing) and other relevant stand-
ards. Evaluation is the selection of ap-
plicable requirements and the deter-
mination that those requirements are 
met. Evaluation may be performed 
using internal TCB resources or exter-
nal (outsourced) resources. 
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